
1 
 

Town of Kingston 

Planning Board Meeting 

Monday, June 21, 2021 

 

John Konior called the virtual meeting using WEBEX to order at 7:17PM. Present were John Konior, 

Dixon Onderdonk, Frank Alexander, Robert Long and Secretary Rosalyn Borghere. Planning Board 

member Diane Meyer was absent.  

 

Attorneys Rick Golden of Burke, Miele, Golden & Naughton, LLP,  and Dominic Cordisco, of Drake 

Loeb PLLC  joined along with engineers Barry Medenbach,  Heather Gabriel and Caleb Carr of 

Medenbach & Eggers Civil Engineering & Land Surveying, Philip Grealy of Maser (Colliers) Consulting 

Engineering & Design, and Dana Lodico of RSG,  and Tim MCauley of CHANGE Environmental. 

Approimately 138 members of the public called-in or were watching on WEBEX. 

 
The moderator was attorney Kelly Naughton.     

A motion was made by Frank Alexander to accept the April 19 and May 17, 2021 minutes. It was 

seconded by Robert Long.  Dixon Onderdonk asked to have the April 19 and May 17, 2021 minutes 

amended with changes found by him. A motion was made to accept the changes to the April 19 minutes 

by Robert Long and seconded by Frank Alexander. All approved. A motion was made to accept the 

changes to the May 17 minutes by Robert Long and seconded by Frank Alexander. All approved. 

Kelly Naughton read the Public Notice (attached). 

Rick Golden explained why we are having a public hearing, the purpose of the public hearing, where the 

project is with regard to the environment review under SEQRA conducted for this project and the rules 

and guidelines for the public hearing (attached). 

Barry Medenbach gave a presentation on behalf of the Applicant regarding the project. He informed the 

listeners of what the project entails, and described the engineering and environmental studies 

conducted and project specifics. 

Philip Grealy spoke on the noise studies done and future plans to contain any noise that may be 

produced by the project. 
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John Konier asked if there were any questions from the Planning Board and Dixon Onderdonk requested 

the public hearing be continued if necessary. 

Dixon Onderdonk made a motion to open the public hearing. Frank Alexander seconded that motion. All 

approved.  

Comments were received from the public for several hours concerning the project.  

Dixon Onderdonk made a motion to close the public hearing and allow the public written comments to 

be sent to the Town Clerk no later than 5pm on July 2nd, 2021. Alternatively, they can email their 

comments to Kelly Naughton (her email was noted on the guidelines for tonight‘s public hearing).  Frank 

Alexander seconded the motion. All approved.       

Rick Golden told the Planning Board that before or after the next planning board meeting, they can have 

an attorney-client session where he can explain where the Planning Board stands from a process point 

of view and how to take what was done tonight into context to move forward on the application. John 

Konior and Rick felt a Zoom meeting (date and time to be determined) would be best.             

Frank Alexander made a motion to close the public hearing at 10:58PM and it was seconded by Robert 

Long. All approved. 
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TOWN OF KINGSTON 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE 850 ROUTE 28 LLC PROJECT 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Monday, the 21st day of June, 2021, at 7:00pm, or as soon thereafter as 

the matter can be heard, there will be a Public Hearing conducted by Town of Kingston Planning Board, 

Kingston Town Hall, 906 Sawkill Road, Kingston, New York 12401, to provide an opportunity for public 

comment on the site plan and special permit application for 850 Route 28 LLC. The Applicant proposes a 

structural steel and precast concrete manufacturing facility on property located along New York State 

Route 28 within the Town of Kingston, as shown on the Tax Map thereof as Section 38.4, Block 1, Lot 

36.100. Said property consists of approximately 35.0 +/-acres and is located within the within the MU-2 

Zoning District. This action has been deemed a Type I action under the State Environmental Quality 

Review Act (“SEQRA”).  

 

This meeting will be held via WebEx (www.webex.com). All interested parties may attend the meeting 

via WebEx or by calling the telephone number as follows: 1-408-418-9388 Access Code: 132 981 8139 

Password: 5678  

 

A complete copy of this application is available for public review on the Town of Kingston website 

(www.townofkingstonny.us). 

 

In accordance with Executive Order 202.1 issued by New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo on March 

12, 2020 suspending the New York State Open Meetings Law (Article 7 of the Public Officers Law) to the 

extent necessary to permit public bodies to meet and take actions without permitting in public in-

person access to meetings and authorizing such meetings to be held remotely by conference call or 

similar service, physical attendance by the public at the meeting will not be permitted. The public may 

view or listen to the meeting via WebEx as set forth above and a recording of the meeting will 

subsequently be made available on the Town’s website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.townofkingstonny.us/
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Read by Rick Golden at June 21, 2021 Public Hearing 
1. This is an application for site plan and special permit approval and a public hearing is 

required under the Town Code and New York State Town Law for special permit 
applications. In accordance with the rules for such hearings, the notice for this evening's 
public hearing was timely published and notices were timely mailed to property owners as 
required under the Town Code. 

 
If any property owner received two (2) notices the second notice corrected the acreage 
involved in the application which was incorrect in the first notice. The property involved 
consists of approximately one hundred and ten (110) acres and the disturbance area is 
approximately thirty-five (35) acres.  
 
The public hearing can also be used by individuals to address their environmental concerns 
to assist the Planning Board with its environmental decision under the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act which I will refer to hereafter as SEQRA under their responsibilities. 
 

2. The guidelines for this public hearing have been posted on the Town’s webpage but I will 
reiterate some of the more important points here whether you speak tonight or have 
submitted a “will submit” written comments. They all received the same weight by the 
Planning Board so the fact that you submitted a comment by e-mail or you say something 
tonight they have no different weight. The Planning Board members will consider all of 
them equal.  

 
Also, it's important to understand that planning boards do not make the decisions simply by 
whim. They are guided by the law and it's not a thumbs-up or thumbs-down (like of the 
Roman Colosseum). They have to take into consideration what the law is and in fact the law 
specifically prohibits them from saying “no” to a project simply based upon the general 
opposition of the project or the general support of the project. They can't say “yes” to it 
because of that, so they will listen to all the comments, consider them, consider the law, the 
standards they are required to consider, and then ultimately make several decisions.  
 
All members of the public who have called in, you must keep yourself on mute at all times 
until recognized to speak. If you are attending via WebEx, all members of the public must 
keep your cameras off so that you can see us but we cannot see you. This is done to avoid 
distracting or inappropriate images being broadcasted and then having to try to eliminate 
them after the fact. Due to the number of people here for this project everyone including 
any individuals or experts representing groups of people each will have four minutes to 
speak. There will be a timer and when the four (4) minutes are up you will hear a jingle and 
you will have to stop. To avoid inappropriate subject matter or photos there will be no 
screen sharing allowed except for the applicant. The applicant has pre-screened its screen 
sharing and is restricted to what can be shared. If you do not use your full four minutes you 
cannot give it to another on your behalf once you have spoken; that will be your only 
opportunity to speak on this project to the Planning Board at a public hearing. 
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The town board may have a public hearing related to the rezoning on this project at another 
date. But this is your only opportunity to speak to the planning board which in addition to its 
site plan and special permit duties is also the lead agency for the SEQRA review for the project 
and its rezoning after the public hearing tonight written comments will be accepted through 
the close of business on July 2nd they must be received or date-stamped no later than 5 p.m. 
on July 2nd please direct your written public comments either by mail or email to the Kingston 
Town Clerk his mailing address and email address are on the town's website. 
 
Also it is important than everyone know neither the board nor the applicant will be answering 
or responding to questions from the public this evening other than very basic questions that 
can easily and quickly be answered this is an opportunity for the public to provide comments to 
the board for its consideration this is not a question and answer session the applicant will 
provide the planning board with a response to all subsidive comments made not only this 
evening but in writing both before the meeting and after the meeting up till July 2nd and that 
response by the applicant to all of those comments will be posted on the town's website lastly 
as to SEQRA at this stage the planning board has not made a determination of significance it has 
not issued a positive declaration or a negative declaration or condition negative Declaration the 
previously issued negative Declaration was rescinded the planning board has received 
numerous comments on this application incorrectly stating that the planning board is obligated 
to make a positive declaration regarding this project it is not currently the planning board is 
reviewing this project under what is known as an expanded EAF part 3 review. The planning 
board has identified several areas of environmental concern and is allowing the applicant to 
address those preliminary by way of project modifications and expert reports the planning 
board has also received numerous comments and expert reports 
 
 from others including its own planning board consultants and an objectors. all of these will be 
considered by the planning board as part of its hard look at these issues prior to making its 
SEQRA determination of significance which it will make at some later date. In conclusion tonight 
is an important point in the planning board's review where the public is allowed to weigh in 
with their comments as noted earlier any additional written comments must be received by July 
2nd 2021 by mail or email to the Kingston Town Clerk 
 

 


